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I 

Old ExeQluve Qffice Bldg.• Room 106 
. Washin,gto~ D.C. 20510 

Dear Ms. Avent: 
I 

Pursuant to our discussion today, this is a reiteration ofOUf strons objeerion to the 
proposal to ha~ President Bill CUnton participate in the opening day ceremonial 

I 

activities ofthe Cleveland Indians, an organization, which perpetuates offensive 
stereotyping of ~ religious, dignified people - • American Indians. 

The National Cdngress of American Indians, the nation's largest and oldest 
federation oftri~a1 governments representing 16S tribes has historically opposed 
demeaning our people by referri.ns to.them as m.asc:OlS. Racism ofany kind is 
intolerable (See Attachments). 

We request that bur President. the greatest leader ofUte free world" send a clear 
and strong mc:s~e by not only refusing to participate in this opening day 
ceremony, but tJ funher stare his opposition to these offensive practices. 

I 
Your eonsidemtion of our request is appreciated. 

Sincerely. •aNku.
, I 

llachel A Joseph 
lDIerim E,Director 

er oc ' 
Intergovemmen&J Affairs Specialist 

I 
Attachments 

900 Pennsylvania Ayenue S.E.· Washington, D.C.· (202) 546-9404· Fax C'lOl) 546-3741 
I 

http:referri.ns
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Natioual Congress of American Indians 
EA. U44 

RESOLUTION NO. EX DCll-1tIIECU1IW'E co..ll•• 

......... 

c.......... 
 I1:,.".." RESOwtlON IN SUPPORT OP mE Pr:rtnON felt CANCELLAnON 

0"" 'I'HB REGJS1'EIll!D SERVIces MA'RlCS Or TR£ WA~HIN(jlON
I REJ>SKI~ J¥.A PRQ-FOOTBALL INC. 

I 
WBF..RKAS~ &be Am!tIcan Indian and .Alaska Tn"b:d Govemrne.au and penple bave 

~ ,atIlend in Crystal City, Vuginia. ofthe wa.~inItOn. D.C. area. (Ion'"'._""'J._..._ ll'I/QIIII•• !be 1993 EJ.acutive Council Mtle:I:iQe or 1bc Nar,ignal CO~I of 
AmcriClft Indian~ (NCAD in ordc:r' II) protnCII'O the common UuecflC!l 
.Md welfare of Arne11c:an Indian _ Alaska Native peoples; 2nd 

c••,..,.. at.., III.... 

..........T",,,.<II.. -	 I 


IJIll., ....___ WHEREAS. NCAl is the oldest ad Jar,est inter'tt1'bal organization nationwide 
...._411 .............. reprnentati.ve (If 1M advoc:me fOr Daliuual. regional, IJld ]oc;.gl trihal.,.,.'.11.,.....,..,." I ctlJ'lcems: and 
..........AII"
B ..........._ .. 
 II", .. F.:Jc ~,	NCAI hu read and understlDds the C:anceJlalion Pemlon file&! on. 

September 10, 1992. bernre 1bt tratcmart 1"rial a.ud. App:al Doard
lltJdled ,~ Hmibit A; and 

I 
WB.'£JtFAS. NCAl is familiar widl the ~ SerVice Marts of Gle 

I Washin,gtol'l Redak:ins IIId Ibe a.we.u in Wbic::h those !Darb ace u.d 
IE•• • I~,,_e-_ 	 by she Washingftln Rt.dItins tOL'M!d OI'pS'l.ization-attacbcd 83 Ezlu"bit .I 
"..... If• .,• ."".'•••reel I 	 8; aDd

I.......-"' 

.--.•. 11_ ....'.., WBEJtF.AS. 	 &:be tl:;nD REDSKINS ill iloC II'Id "2.4 never bc:eD one of hOM"" or 

nape.ct,· but iastead, it has always. been and continu;a to ~ II.. -.....,.c. __ pejo1'lllve, deroJIWXY. d~. offensive, sc:anda1cUJ,..... 

-

COIIr£IftPtlJous. dilireputabl~. d~~ am racist designation for 
NalI~ American's ud 

~. d'se use of the regitteJ'al JeI'Yic:e marts id=nr.&r.cd in Edlibit B to Ibis 
I resolution by tile WaahlnDun a=mu football of£anization, has 

always been alld col'lZ:im1ea ID ~ offensive, disparaging. sr~ndaJoUs. 
,,_t_........... and damaging co N=iv. AmericaDs. 

.....-.--	 NOW THEREFORE lUi'! IT RESOLY.ED. lhal d,~ NCAl bcre.by issuc.s iu support...._..,_a•• ' 	 or the cahceU31lon perJtlon allac;lled a fi;dUbit A co rhil resolution. filed. OD. 
CIlI!CVn'WC....._ Sep1zmbef 10, 1m. by pcdtioncn Su:an ShoMa Uarjo (~eMe and Arapaho 
....... .I• • """"

fII,... 	 Trlbc$ ofi Oklahoma), Vw Deloria, Jr •• (SWldin,; ROCk 5101.1l). 'RaYlUond P • 

Apodaca (Ysteza del Sur Pueblo), Nnrbett S. HID. Jr. (Onclw Tn"bo of Wisconsin). 
Manley ~ Begay, Jr. (NavaJo Nadon). Williatn It.. Meow (Ocla!A SIoux Tribe of 

,.~A...iSL • WdiIIgCug, D.C. ZOG03 • CZQZ) 54( ,.01 el'a: (lO%J .546-3141 
f 	 . 
I 	 • 

I 

I 


http:id=nr.&r.cd
http:WBEJtF.AS
http:reprnentati.ve
http:Govemrne.au
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• 
National Congress of American Indians 

. Est. U4I 

RESOLUl10N NO. NV.f3-1G 

RESOklON TO luma DEPARTMI!NT INVESTIGATION 
Of HUMAN' RIGHTS VIOLATIONS . 

WBEREAS. IVIC. the members ofdle National ConpaI ofAme:rican Indians oftbe 
01 .......-. 

LDI_......
c ____ • 

... . 

......1.1_./_.r._trI(I.".. 

............. WHEREAS. 

T....,R.... 
tul...._IIhte' .,_ 
AI', ...... 
1l.,~D.AI_"

V_"". D.'...,"""" 
,......11 ..............., WHEREAS, 

«,.••

I.rlo........
---... 
• r.",t'••r 

WHER.EAS t~ .....
"",.... I.n.. 
TJI••".""1f 
... 11..... 
.I._c.........'.,..r 1:....,hr.".,•." ............ WHEREAS,
0.."'" E. Oil..,..tI. 
"0 ...AI-. 
J.C./I"" 
~.-.. WHEREAS,............. 

.....,1._....r_ 
Y.II_. ,,'Ottll... 

t7nlted Stares. invoking eIle divine b1eu1ag of the Creator upon our
I.e(foRS and purpoSCI, ill order to preserve for ourselves and. our 
:deseendams rights secured UDder ladim cuIIuraI values, and. oEherwi.so 
promote the weJfare of 'die Indian people, do hereby establish and 
I.submit the (oUowing resolution: 

me National Congress of American lDdians (NeAl) is the oldest and 
largest natiOrlaJ organiz.ation establi3bed in 1944 and comprised. of 
representatiYes of and adVOc:alcS for Dalional. regioDal. and local 
Tribal concerns: and 

the health. safety. welfare, education. economic and employment 
opportu.n.i~, and preservation of cultural and nar:ura1 resources are 
iprimary goats and objectives of NCAI; IJ'ld 

NeAl R~olution 93-143. calling for the abollden of Indian 
nickl'lames. Mascots and Jmalea amd coll'l1l1etClaJ use of these by 
sporting industrles. caUa&es. universities and automobile 
lIWlufacturers; aDd 

S=nator Ben Campbell-Democrat. Colorado. introduced Senate Bill 
-the RFK Stadium Bill- 'Which stares (DO bWldiD.c) unal the team 
changes the name, and 

the Unired States Nations of Oklahoma. NCAI, National Indian 
Education AssociaEion and other National Human lights organiza.t:ions 
have joined in the call to end racism by eliminatinS Indian Mascots; 
and 

: 
i..._..... NOW THERpOR,E BE IT RESOLVED. that me NCAI does hereby request ,...."........ Senator Ben Campbell·DernoCfal. Colorado, and SeaaIor Don Nickles-Republican,
".,.. Oklahoma, to Iurect me Justice J)epa.rtmeIV to Investigate any buman and civil rights 

~ ..... 
A.a-J_ violations by epUeges, universities. and public institutions mar exploit Indian imagry,....... 
 and. Iife.sl)'les. I 
aECVI1WltllJl&'C"Rla 
.~.................. 
 I••••a...~~... 

-~ AValue S.E. • WashingtDD, D.C. 20DDJ • QOJ) 54G'MOC • Fas (2GZ) 546--3141 

I . . 

http:oEherwi.so
http:1l.,~D.AI
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National Congress of American Indians 
Est.1MC 

RESOLtmON # MID-GB-93-S8IlliIIIIU1WIcM.ma 
, .......
........ 
 Denouncement of me Use of any 
~... Ameriean Indian Name olArdfice Assoc:iared................. 
 With Team'Mascots by my'ProfessionallNon-professional Sport Teams ....... T......


111-- ,-	 I ............. 

•• Di_It..._, 

WHEREAS~ me Amerie.an Indian and Alaska Tribal Uovercments and people haveca..~ 

I pEhered in Green Bayp Wisconsin for tht Mid-Year Meel1ng of me
T....... r 

W..."U. National Consress of American lDdians (NCAl) in order-to promoteJ._...... $./C,.... 
the common lnterests and welfare of American Indians and AlaskanI 
Native peoples; and 0"

,...' ...... 	 I.....,.A~.II_,._III'H" ~••• WHEREAS, 	 NCAl is the oJdest and largest imInrlbal organization nationwide 
representative of and advoear: for nmonal. regional, and local tribal 
concerns: and,I .............. 	 I 


__Ioillillo" WHEREAS, the NCAI eondemns Ihe racist and condescending artitudc of team 
IDe... awners. colleges and high schools. which continue to demean the.......... members of our Nations; ancI,
• 1'101.....01'1 
~.cl,..t 

NOW lHER.'EFORE B1-: IT RESOLVED, that me NCAI denounces the use of any.e..-''''''N.....I. TIo.__ Americ:.an Indian name or ArtitiQ: associated with ECa.m masc:ots; and."'.".,,<141. 	 I
iii: .:R ARe BE IT nJRl"BER RESOLVED tbatlhe NCAI calls upon all reasonable individuals"_Cr..'""
'.,••t II..,.,., hr."".,_1 in decision .bating position$ to volul'lwijy change racist and dehumani%ing masc:ots........... 

o.. c ..... 
".."."srC' ____ 

CERTIFICATION".c.. __..... 
............
...., ..........-.

7..._"'.40... 

Adopted by the Executive Counell al the Mid-Year Meeting of the National Congress• _ .....a-
of American Indians, June 28-30. 1993•A....."_ 

'-low 	 r 

1.ftBI.IEI:ECUIIWI!~ 
....A.J...... ...."....r.;.,..•••• 

,.., ~A_De s~ • Waslalagtail, D.C. 20IIII3 • (201) $46.!1404 • Fa (ZIIZ) 546-3741 

http:Americ:.an
http:Amerie.an
http:IlliIIIIU1WIcM.ma
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I , 
Pine Ridge), anr:t Mateo Romc:ro(CDchid Pueblo)...ainst the reailtcred marks 
identified In Exhibit B to this resolution. 

I 

CEtmnCA110N
I ,"

':'.' ,; . 
. '.'. ':'1"", 

Adopted by, th~ &ecmive Council during Ihe Executive Council Meeting. January 
18-19. 1993, 'l=rystal City. V"UJinla. 

I 
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i .S:ERDFICATION 

The fore&oing resolution was acSopted II. the 1993 Annual Convention of the 
National Congtess Df American Indians, held at the NUllet Hotel, In RenolSpacks, 
Nevada, on th~ 3rd day of December 1993. wiIh a qUorum pre.sent.

I ", 
'::' ,., 

ATTEST: 
I 
I 

I 

. I ' ~ 



